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By Commttee on Natural Resources

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that recovery pl ans
for salnon stocks listed as threatened or endangered under the federal
endangered species act wll require large scale restrictions, or
conplete fishing closures, for the comercial and charter boat fishery.
To ensure that Canadi an fishers continue to honor current restrictions
on intercepting Washington coho and chinook as provided in annexes
under the Pacific salnon treaty between the United States and Canada,
it is essential that nontribal fishers from Washi ngton reduce their
harvest of Fraser river sockeye to below their full allocation as
al l owed under U S. v. Washington, 384 F. Supp. 31 (1974). |In addition,
in order to successfully conclude negotiations on a new Pacific sal non
treaty, it is essential to denonstrate the state’'s resolve in reducing
harvests. This reduction of fishers depends upon federal funding and
the inplementation of a program to permanently retire a nunber of
coormercial salnmon fishing licenses in Wshington to a |Ileve
comensurate with proposed harvest reductions.

It istheintent of the |legislature to provide a source of funds to
conpensate commercial fishers and charter boat |icensees for the |oss
of their livelihood by purchasing the comrercial salnmon fisher’s
license or charter boat |icense. Federal funds appropriated for the
purchase of such licenses nmay only be available to the state of
Washington if the state provides a matching share.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 75.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The department, in consultation wth representatives of comerci al
salnon license holders, shall develop a program of |icense purchase
from persons holding a valid |license under RCW 75.30.120. The
obj ective of this programis to achieve the greatest |icense reduction
at the lowest cost and in a mninmm anount of tine. In addition
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priority for |icense purchase shall be based upon participation in and
econom ¢ dependence on sal non fisheries harvested by comercial fleets
from Canada or the United States. The depart nent nmay purchase charter
boat |icenses fromowners that hold valid charter boat |icenses under
RCW 75. 30. 065.

Purchase of the licenses is authorized only under the condition
that the license is purchased for a one tine price and that the |license
is permanently cancel ed and renmoved fromthe fishery. The departnent
is not authorized to purchase vessels, fishing gear, or sal non delivery
i censes. Charter boat I|icensees who participate in the license
buyback program shall not be eligible to transfer all or a part of
angler permts issued under RCW 75. 30. 070.

The departnent shall not exceed a state-funded share of twenty-five
percent for each license purchased under the buyback program

Sec. 3. RCW 75.44.140 and 1995 c 269 s 3201 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The director shall adopt rules for the admnistration of the
program ((
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Sec. 4. RCW 75.44. 150 and 1983 1st ex.s. ¢ 46 s 160 are each
amended to read as foll ows:

The director is responsible for the adm nistration and di sbur senent
of all funds((;—geoeds,—ecomrdities,—and—serviees)) received by the
state under the program

There is created within the state treasury a fund to be known as
the " ((vessels—gear—tHecense—and—permt)) salnon commercial fishing
license and charter boat reduction fund". This fund shall be used for
purchases under ((REW-#5-44-110)) section 2 of this act and for the
adm nistration of the program This fund shall be credited wth
federal or other funds received to carry out the purposes of the

program ( (and—the—proceeds—Fromthe——sale—or—other—dispesitioen—of
preperty—purchased—under—RCOW75-44-110) ) .

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. The following acts or parts of acts are each
r epeal ed:
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(1) RCW 75.44.100 and 1985 ¢ 7 s 150, 1983 1st ex.s. c¢ 46 s 155,
1977 ex.s. ¢ 230 s 3, & 1975 1st ex.s. c 183 s 3;

(2) RCW 75.44.110 and 1984 c 67 s 1, 1983 1st ex.s. c 46 s 156
1979 ex.s. ¢ 43 s 1, 1977 ex.s. ¢ 230 s 4, & 1975 1st ex.s. c 183 s 4,

(3) RCW75.44.120 and 1983 1st ex.s. ¢ 46 s 157 & 1975 1st ex.s. ¢
183 s 5; and

(4) RCW75.44.130 and 1983 1st ex.s. ¢ 46 s 158, 1979 ex.s. c 43 s
2, & 1975 1st ex.s. c 183 s 6.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.”

EFFECT: A finding is added related to the need for comerci al
sal non and charter boat |icense purchase by the state of Washington in
order to successfully negotiate a new U. S. -Canada Pacific Sal non
Treaty. New objectives are provided for the salnon and charter boat
I i cense purchase program

~-- END ---



